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Gulf Coastal Plain Ecosystem Partnership (GCPEP)



GCPEP Partners

Department of Defense 481,241

FL Division of Forestry 225,041

NW FL Water Mgt. District 118,715

National Forests in Alabama 83,790

FL Dept. of Env. Protection 57,270

Nokuse Plantation 50,653

National Park Service 24,795

The Nature Conservancy 6,305

FL Fish & Wildlife Cons. Com.         1,166



GCPEP Conservation Targets ïSpecies Level

Red-cockaded woodpecker

Diadromous Fishes

Florida black bear

Gopher Tortoise



GCPEP Conservation Targets - Natural Community 

Level

Pine flatwoods matrix with embedded wetlands

Alluvial rivers/streams/floodplains

Blackwater rivers/streams/floodplains

Upland pine matrix with embedded wetlands

Estuarine Systems

Barrier island ecosystem

Steephead systems



GCPEP Priority 

Strategies & Accomplishments

ÅTarget Species/Community Recovery      

ÅPrescribed Burning

ÅAquatic Restoration Projects

ÅPublic Education

ÅLand Protection



Target Species/Community Recovery

Implement protection strategies

Preserve needed habitat

Insure long-term protection of corridors and linkages

Public education





Prescribed Fire



Prescribed Fire Strategies

GCPEP Ecosystem Support Team

Public education

Burn prioritization model for all partners

Develop methods to minimize site prep and plow 

line impacts



Partnership Burns



GCPEP Partner Prescribed Fire FY 07-08

Agency Acres

Conecuh National Forest 21,720 

Blackwater River State Forest 62,217

Department of Environmental Protection 900

Department of Defense ïEglin AFB 104,651

Department of Defense ïNAS 50

National Parks Service ïGINS 278

Nokuse Plantation 1600

NWFWMD 7835

TNC ïPerdido River Nature Preserve 525

Total Acreage: 199,776



GCPEP Ecosystem Support Team Prescribed Fire 

Support

YEAR # BURNS ACRES

2004 11 12,283

2005 52 56,660

2006 55 34,052

2007

2008

25

79

5,644

49,268

2009                                                      

TOTAL

97

319

58,019

215,926


