Dangerous by Design: Solving the Epidemic of Preventable Pedestrian Death (and Making Great Neighborhoods)

National Talking Points

Overall conclusions:

· Nearly 5,000 Americans die preventable deaths each year on roads that fail to provide safe conditions for pedestrians. More than 43,000 Americans – including 3,906 children under 16 – have been killed this decade alone. More than 76,000 Americans have died in the last 15 years. This is the equivalent of a jumbo jet going down roughly every month, yet it receives nothing like that kind of attention.
· Not all metro areas are equally perilous: Dangerous by Design: Solving the Epidemic of Preventable Pedestrian Death (and Making Great Neighborhoods) ranks metropolitan areas based on the relative danger of walking.

· Metropolitan areas with the worst ranking generally have the most multi-lane arterial roads with little or no provision for safe and comfortable walking and bicycling, and they tend to spend the least on building or retrofitting roads for pedestrian safety.

· States and metropolitan areas have resources from the federal government that could be used to make the streets safer, but most are only spending a tiny fraction of these funds on pedestrian safety features.

· The good news is that we know how to build safer streets – and many communities are starting to adopt complete streets policies and invest in making safe provisions for all road users – motorists, pedestrians, bicyclists, and public transportation riders. 

· These communities are saving lives even as more residents engage in the healthy levels of walking and bicycling that combat the devastating trends of obesity, diabetes and heart disease.

Key findings and statistics:
· Of the 9,168 pedestrian fatalities in 2007-08, for which the location of the collision is known, more than 40 percent were killed where no crosswalk was available.

· Under the current federal transportation law, states have allocated less than 1.5 percent of total authorized funds to projects aimed at improving safety for pedestrians, even though they make up nearly 12 percent of fatalities nationally.
· Many of the metropolitan areas in the greatest need of improvement are also the ones spending the least amount of federal money on pedestrian safety. While Providence, RI spends $4.01 per person on safe walking and bicycling, the most dangerous region -- Orlando -- spends only 87 cents.  
· Nearly one in three traffic deaths is a pedestrian in New York City, which also has the highest share of people walking in the nation. Tampa-St. Petersburg, with a very low share of walkers, still has the fifth largest share of pedestrians dying in traffic accidents, 22.4 percent. 

· No state spends more than 5 percent of federal transportation funds on safety features or programs for pedestrians or cyclists, despite a 30 percent increase in total federal transportation dollars beginning in 2005.

· Providing sidewalks, crosswalks and designing for lower traffic speeds saves lives. Only one in 10 pedestrians deaths occurred within a crosswalks, while six in 10 occurred on arterial-type roads where speeds were 40 mph or higher.

· Children, older adults, disabled and low-income Americans are being killed at disproportionate rates. African-Americans, who walk for 50 percent more trips than whites, and Hispanic residents, who walk 40 percent more, are subjected to the least safe conditions and die disproportionately.
· An AARP poll of adults 50 years and older found that 40 percent reported inadequate sidewalks in their neighborhoods and nearly half of respondents reported that they could not safely cross the main roads close to their home.

How metro areas and states stack up

· The most dangerous metropolitan areas in the U.S. for walking in 2007-2008 were: Orlando, Tampa, Miami, Jacksonville, Memphis, Raleigh, Louisville, Atlanta, Birmingham and Houston.

· Nine of the ten metro areas are in the South, and the top four are in Florida. These areas are dominated by lower density and automobile-oriented development patterns, which include high-speed urban arterials that are particularly hazardous for walking.
· Seattle, WA; Portland, OR; and Minneapolis-St. Paul, MN are among the safest metro areas for walking – all are investing to build a well-developed network of sidewalks and crosswalks and have many people walking and bicycling.
· Nationwide, 17 percent of pedestrians killed were 70 or older, over one-quarter of pedestrian deaths in North Dakota, Hawaii, Vermont, Maine, West Virginia and Massachusetts were older adults.

Positive trends to build on 

· Complete streets policies are being adopted at all levels of government, by cities, counties and states alike. A national Complete Streets Act also has been introduced in Congress by Sen. Tom Harkin (D-IA) and Rep. Doris Matsui (D-Sacramento, CA). 

· More than 100 cities, regions, and states across the U.S. have adopted complete streets policies and design guidelines that ensure that streets are built for the safety of everyone using them, including people on foot and bicycle.

· “Road diets” that retrofit unsafe roads to protect pedestrians and reduce speeding are saving the lives of motorists and pedestrians alike.
· In Orlando, for example, a road diet on Edgewater Drive reduced the frequency of crashes involving injuries from every nine days to once every 30 days.

· Retrofits can improve traffic flow even as they save lives.
· In Vancouver, Washington, Fourth Plain Boulevard was converted from four lanes with poor provisions for people walking, biking or in wheelchairs into a street with two through lanes, a center turn lane, two bicycle lanes, curb ramps and improved sidewalks. Vehicle collisions dropped 52 percent, and the number of pedestrian crashes dropped from two per year to zero. 

· Traffic calming measures in neighborhoods are saving children’s lives. 
· A pedestrian safety project in Oakland, California resulted in 1,600 speed humps in residential neighborhoods. An American Journal of Public Health found the humps were associated with a 50 to 60 percent reduction in the odds of injury or death among child pedestrians.
· People walk and bicycle more when safe, comfortable provisions are made for them – and fewer are killed or injured.
· In Charleston, SC a three-mile path associated with a new bridge that provides for pedestrians and bicyclists has led to two-thirds of area residents saying they are getting more exercise since it opened, according to an academic study. That figure was even higher — 85 percent — among African-Americans. 

· Communities designed from the outset to be walkable – with a network of safe and destinations close to residences – are safer overall than those designed to be automobile dependent.
What Congress can do:

· Adopt a National Complete Streets Policy. Ensure that all future federal road investments enable all users of the transportation system, including pedestrians, bicyclists, and transit users as well as children, older adults and individuals with disabilities, to travel safely and conveniently on our streets. 

· Expand the Safe Routes to School Program. Demand for this program far exceeds the funds now available.  Expanding the program resources and extending eligibility beyond elementary school would allow more communities and schools across the country to address critical safety concerns and make it safer for students walking and bicycling to school and in their neighborhoods – while also making those neighborhood streets safer for everyone.

· Commit Safety Funds to Reducing the Out-of-Proportion Pedestrian Death Rate . With pedestrians comprising 11.8 percent of all traffic fatalities, at least t that proportion of Highway Safety Improvement Program (HISP) funds must be committed to pedestrian projects.

· Hold states accountable. Congress must hold states accountable to ensure that transportation funds are spent wisely, by ensuring that:

· New streets are built to be safe for pedestrians, bicyclists and drivers alike;

· The most dangerous roads are retrofit for safety;

· Federal safety dollars result in lives saved and a more active population

· More new and redeveloping communities have the resources they need to ensure they are walkable and have access to public transportation.

· These policy changes would make our streets safer for millions of Americans, whether they are walking, driving or bicycling, and they would promote healthy levels of exercise. 
