Identifying Problems/Impediments to Healthy Communities
1000 Friends is asking you to send us photos and information regarding perceived problems in your community that could use some attention and for which you can suggest a corrective solution.  We will post many of the photos (linked to the descriptive WORD document you send us – see notes at the bottom below) and will pass the information along to the appropriate city/county commission or department in your area.
As an example we offer the following exhibit which we noted just outside of our office in Tallahassee.  Anyone with a digital camera and a computer with internet access has the resources available to participate.

 EXAMPLE
Location: 

Tallahassee, Florida

Highway 90, West Tennessee Street just down from the intersection of Monroe Street and just east of the Greyhound Bus Station and the City Bus Transfer Station.
Problem Noted: 
Lamp post directly in the middle of the public sidewalk directly next to a very busy road – limits movement of wheelchairs, baby strollers, Segways, people using walkers, multiple pedestrians, etc.  The post is positioned directly between major multimodal transfer hub (i.e., the City and Greyhound bus terminals) and several of the City’s major downtown hotels. (note - no bike lane provided here so bikes use this sidewalk too to avoid the vehicular traffic).
Suggested Solution: 
Remove this obstacle from the sidewalk. Place the street light to the side of the sidewalk. 
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Notes on useful information to put in a WORD document that you send to us:  
1. To help us and others understand the problem, knowing the location is important. If you have access to the Internet and a computer use Google Earth to zoom-in on the problem area you have noted and then email the scene to yourself (tool provided in Google Earth).  
2. Also while in the Google Earth program you can switch to what is called the “Street View”  which allows you to see specific street photos (yes, the Google Earth folks have actually driven around most communities snapping such photos).  These photos can also be emailed to yourself whereby you can use them in the WORD document you send to us describing the problem (as we have done above in the example).  Note: while in WORD we place yellow arrows to better show the location of the problem being described.
3. Go out and take a specific digital photo of the problem and then download it and place it in the WORD document you send us.

4. Suggest a solution.  Try to keep it pragmatic and within the realm of a doable action(s).

5. Check back to our web site www.1000fof.org to see if we post your photo and problem description.

When completed send us a WORD document with the relevant information, photos and suggested solution.  Send to both Dan Pennington at dpennington@1000fof.org and Joanne Davis at capercat@bellsouth.net. 
