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How do you know where to begin?

1. Monitor health. 
2. Diagnose and investigate.
3. Inform, educate, empower.
4. Mobilize community 

partnerships.
5. Develop policies.
6. Enforce laws.
7. Link people to care.
8. Ensure a competent 

workforce.
9. Evaluate effectiveness.
10. Research.



Direct Health Impacts

ÅPeople are exposed directly through 

changing weather patterns.

ïExtreme weather events 

ïSea Level Rise

ïHeat waves, Droughts, & Fires

ïFloods

ïHurricanes & Tornadoes 



Indirect Health Impacts

ÅPeople are exposed indirectly through 

changes to infrastructure and ecosystems.

ïFood security

ïWater security

ïStress

ïDisease



Disease Impacts

IPCC, 2007: Climate Change 2007: Synthesis Report. Contribution of Working Groups I, II, and III to the Fourth Assessment Report

of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change [Core Writing Team, Pachauri, R.K and Reisinger, A. (eds.)]. IPCC, Geneva, 

Switzerland, 104 pp. 



Social & Economic Disruption

ÅPeople will experience disruptions to 

social and economic systems.

ïPopulation Migration



Health Actions Graphic

IPCC, 2007: Climate Change 2007: Synthesis Report. Contribution of Working Groups I, II, and III to the Fourth Assessment Report

of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change [Core Writing Team, Pachauri, R.K and Reisinger, A. (eds.)]. IPCC, Geneva, 

Switzerland, 104 pp. 



Environmental conditions

Å Heat

Å Air pollution

Å Vectors

Å Water contamination

Å Sea level



Public Health Actions

ÅInform the public and policy makers about 

climate change and health.

ÅPromote co-benefits and health in all policies

ÅGet involved in climate action planning

ÅAdvocate for equity in climate policy and 

response

ÅConduct research on climate change and health

ÅGet involved in preparedness/adaptation 

planning

ÅMake climate change a health priority



Public Health Actions

ÅPromote built environments that mitigate climate 

change and/or reduce impact of climate change 

on health

ÅÅ Building design

ÅïInsulation, mosquitoes, wildfire

ÅÅ Reduce urban heat islands

ÅïTrees, cool roofs/green roofs, cool pavement

ÅÅ Reduce flood risk

ÅïPermeable surfaces, modernize sewage 

systems

ÅÅ Smart growth



Local Actions

ÅParticipate in Sustainable Communities 

Workshops

ÅPlanning Council

ÅClimate Friendly Landscape

ÅCistern Conversion, Alt Water

ÅDRC/EARS/Comp Plan

ÅGreen Business, Sustainable Education

ÅBoard Presentations

ÅSmart Growth

ÅLecture Series



Addressing Public Health Through Smart 

Growth:

ÅCommunity Health Improvement Partnership 
(CHIP)

ÅCommunity Health Action Teams (CHATS)

ÅCommunity Health Interactive

ÅHealth Provocateur Project

ÅPACE-EH

ÅCollaboration with county & city staffs.

ÅSupporting smart growth related ordinances. 

ÅSarasota County Openly Plans for Excellence 
(SCOPE)

ÅScience and Environment Council



Collaboration & Support of 

County/City Efforts

ÅLibrary Lecture Series

ÅSustainability Workshop

ÅForm Based Code

ÅUrban Service Boundary

ÅFertilizer Ordinance

ÅPhilippi Creek Septic Replacement Project

ÅRight Water Quality for the Right Use

ÅLow Impact Development

ÅGarden Plots in Parks



Good News on Climate Change

ÅWe know it is coming.

ÅWe can prepare & protect the health of our 

communities.

ÅHundreds of scientists are already 

studying climate change.

ÅEnvironmental Public Health Professionals 

are positioned well to identify and 

champion needed protective measures.



Questions?



ñIn this vast work, the incentive has 

not been chiefly the improvement of 

property but the betterment of human 

life.ò

John Nolen, 

City Planner & Landscape Architect

1869-1937







LOVN CHAT ACTION CHART ï 2008 - 2010 -  DRAFT  
Focus Areas  Awareness  Access  Availability  

Goal s 

The LOVN CHAT will increase the 
awareness health and wellness 
issues and resources in the 
community  

Improve access to healthy living 
supports and health care in the  
community  

Improve the health and wellness 
services available to and used by all 
citizens in the community by 
supporting programs that target  
walk -able communities and reducing 

social isolation  

Action  

1.  DVD Series  
-  Distribution in manufactured 
home parks,  health fairs  

2.  Support Health and Wellness 
Awareness Initiatives  
-  Networking in meetings and 
email distribution  
-  Support Caregiver Resource 
Center as appropriate  

3.  LOVN Resource Directory  

-  Update database (find 
volunteers through Rotary 
program at HS, Pine view, other)  
-  Create draft and get printing 
estimates  
-  Create list of organizations who 

would get e -copies of directory  
-  Seek funding for printing (Lions 
Club? Jobs, ETC? Other?)  

4.  Transportation Options  
-  Have SCAT update CHAT on 
services  
-  JFCS present  their program  
-  Share info through kiosks, 
caregiver resource center, etc  
-  Write news article/ op ed  

5.  Focus on Topical Senior 

Issues  
-  Work with JFCS to schedule 
their presentations throughout 
LOVN 
-  Assist in marketing events 
through flyers and email l ist  

1.  Invite Guest Speakers to 
discuss Access issues  
-  CHAT Meetings  
-  Community Forums at Library  
-  Assist in distributing service 

information to community  
2.  Identify  Ways to encourage 

loca l providers to offer more 
disease management and 
prevention programs  

-  Use Se veral CHAT meetings 
annually to review 
information on how other 
communities address issue  

-  Determine if CHAT can 
develop related project  

3.  Identify ways to  influence 
options for improved public 
and community based 
transportation  
-  Use Transportation Discussio ns 
(awareness #4) to advocate  

1.  Encourage and Support Safe 
Walking Projects  
-  distribute walking brochure to 
local organization  
-  Monitor brochure for updates  

2.  Identify Ways to Support 
Community Based Mental 
Health and Substance Abuse 
Services  
-  Keep aware o f issues through 

presentations to CHAT  
-  Advocate through letters to 
legislators as appropriate  
-  Liaison with Call 4 Action -Rx 
Meds  

3. DVD Series  

-  use DVD as springboard to 
discussion with Manufactured 
Home Communities, etc 
regarding projects which can 
reduce isolation.  

Smart Growth Principals: Encourage Community Collaboration; Walkability; Transportation Choices



Screen shots from the website: www.chip4health.org/neighborhoods 




