April 30, 2010

The Honorable Charlie Crist, Governor

Plaza Level 05

The Capitol

400 South Monroe Street

Tallahassee, FL  32399-0001

RE:  HB 1565

Dear Governor Crist:

I am writing on behalf of 1000 Friends of Florida, a 501(c) (3) statewide nonprofit growth management advocacy organization, to express our grave concerns about HB 1565 which will appear on your desk shortly.
Although intended to clarify how state agencies adopt administrative rules, the bill goes much further than this, and raises genuine concerns about how citizens will fare in seeing administrative rules fairly implemented as statutes require without undue interference by the Legislature.  In our work throughout Florida, we know the public is very interested in seeing natural resource and growth management laws fully implemented and enforced.  This bill will favor business interests over the public, something that has recently been shown to be very short sighted.  This is the kind of legislation that would affect all sorts of programs statewide, and we are particularly concerned that it would make the job of completing Everglades restoration even more difficult and challenging than it already is.  In addition, it is very likely that implementing new growth management provisions, such as the recently passed HB 697 from two years ago requiring local government comprehensive plans to specifically address energy efficiency, greenhouse gas emissions and vehicle miles travelled, will be hindered by HB 1565.  I believe you know that DCA is currently in rulemaking now to implement the very requirements of HB 697.  Should the public expect that after the difficult task of passing legislation that directly addresses issues like climate change, the Legislature can come back and thwart the very purpose for which it was adopted?
We would greatly appreciate your careful review of this bill, and ask that you strongly consider our comments in your evaluation.

Thanking you for your time and considerations, I am

Sincerely,

Charles G. Pattison, FAICP

President

